Outcome following TVT sling procedure: a comparison of outcome recorded by surgeons to that reported by their patients at a London district general hospital.
Retrospective study to assess patient satisfaction rates after TVT sling procedure for stress urinary incontinence (SUI), and comparison of these results to the post-operative progress documented by the surgeons in the clinical notes. All TVT sling cases at our institution during February 1999 to December 2002 were included. Data was collected from clinical notes on post-operative outcome as recorded by the surgeons, and a patient satisfaction questionnaire was used to assess patients' perception of their progress. The response rate to the patient satisfaction questionnaire was 72%. Overall 94% of the patients were satisfied with the procedure. However, they reported cure rates of only 44%. This is comparable to the 46% cure rates documented by the surgeons. The surgeons' and the patients' perceptions regarding outcome and change in symptoms after TVT sling for SUI at our hospital, correlate well. Hence, the documentation in the clinical notes by the surgeons can be relied upon as an accurate representation of post-operative patient progress. Despite the relatively low cure rates (44-46%) for SUI with TVT sling procedure, the patient satisfaction rates with the outcome are high (94%), reiterating that there is a poor correlation between quality of life impairment and the concept of cure.